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95th GENERAL ASSEMBLY LEGISLATION - SECOND SESSION
ALL GOVERNOR’S ACTION IS INCLUDED – Post-Override Session 


Dear PTA Advocates:


THIS BILL LIST HAS BEEN UPDATED AGAIN and shows the Governor’s action on all bills on the PTA bill list that have been passed by the General Assembly this session, along with actions taken by the legislature during the Override Session.  The Governor now must consider his action on any of those bills passed during the override session. 

PTA advocacy efforts were especially important in achieving passage of      SB 2275 which will raise the age of a minor to his/her 18th birthday (from his/her 17th birthday) for misdemeanors.  NOW WE MUST ALL WRITE OR CALL THE GOVERNOR TO TELL HIM HE MUST SIGN SB 2275 INTO LAW.  Attached to this bill list are a statement on the bill presented to the Illinois General Assembly, and also some talking points about SB 2275,  Please use any information from either in your letter to the Governor.  Please, this may be the most important thing you can do for the youth of Illinois at this time!!!

 His contact information is:


The Honorable Rod Blagojevich

207 Statehouse, Springfield 62706


217-782-6830


Fax:  217-524-4049


Email:  Governor@state.il.us 

Extremely important bills we continue to support are SB &  HB 750. They are identical bills that WOULD PROVIDE TAX REFORM AND THE MONIES WE NEED TO ADAQUATELY FUND THE STATE’S NEEDS INCLUDING EDUCATION AND HUMAN SERVICES.  These bills contain the items we support.  We expect some version of them to be introduced in the new legislature.  We will keep you informed.
SB 2288 is a bill we were supporting, but are not anymore, because it will not fulfill the financial needs of the state
  


   Again, issues in bold are high priorities of the Illinois PTA.

       S= SUPPORT     O=OPPOSE     I=INFORMATION ONLY

	1. BILLS     
	THAT
	ADDRESS BUDGET AND RELATED FUNDING BILLS
	
	

	H 750

SB 750


	Miller

Meeks
	Amends the State Finance Act. Creates the School District Property Tax Relief Fund. Requires annual appropriations from the education appropriation minimum to the School District Property Tax Relief Fund. Requires the Department of Revenue to annually certify the amounts of property tax relief grants that school districts will receive from the Fund. Sets forth procedures for appropriating these grants. Amends the Illinois Income Tax Act. Increases the tax rate for individuals, trusts, and estates from 3% to 5% and increased the tax rate for corporations from 4.8% to 8%. Includes retirement income within the definition of "base income" for certain individuals. Eliminates certain corporate exemptions. Creates the Family Tax Credit, which is a refundable tax credit. Amends the Use Tax Act, the Service Use Tax Act, the Service Occupation Tax Act, and the Retailers' Occupation Tax Act. Eliminates exemptions concerning newsprint and ink and concerning manufacturing and assembling machinery. Includes certain arts, entertainment, and recreation services within the definition of "sale at retail" in the Retailers' Occupation Tax Act. Amends the Property Tax Code. Requires county clerks to abate the extensions for educational purposes by the amount of the property tax relief grants. Amends the Motor Fuel Tax Law. Deletes provisions concerning discounts for timely filing and paying the taxes. Amends the School Code. In the State aid formula provisions, increases the foundation level of support and grant amount for supplemental general State aid. Provides for an education appropriation minimum and supplement State aid for rapidly expanding school districts.  Contains various continuing appropriation provisions.  Makes other changes. Effective immediately. 

SB 750 is identical to HB 750 


	S

S
	Re-re-

ferred to Rules

H 19 (b)

Rules

3-9b

	H 2651

S 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6
	Molaro

Hendon
	Amends the Riverboat Gambling Act.  Extensive expansion of state’s gambling provisions.    


	I
	Re-re
ferred to Rules 

19 (b)

	H 5701, 

S 1102, 

S 1115,

S 1129
	Various

Legislators
	These are the various bills that include the budget passed by the General Assembly for FY 2009.  It is not considered truly balanced by the experts, so watch the newspapers, and the PTA website for updates. H 5701 – PA 95-734; 

S 1102- PA 95 -731;  S1115 – PA 95-732;  S 1129 – PA 95-733
	I
	See bill explan-ation for bill num-bers

	S 437
	Maloney

McCarthy
	Provides that subject to appropriation, each State Scholar who enrolls in a higher education institution in Illinois shall receive a one-time grant of $1,000.  
	I
	PA 95

715

	S 773
	Schoenberg

Hannig
	Replaces everything after the enacting clause. Creates the FY2009 Budget Implementation Act. Amends various Acts to make the changes in State programs that are necessary to implement the FY2009 budget. Effective July 1, 2008.
	I
	PA 95
744

	S 2288
	Meeks & Lightford
	Amends the State Finance Act, the Illinois Income Tax Act, and the Property Tax Code. Increases the income tax rates for individuals, trusts, and estates from 3% to 5% of the taxpayer's net income and increases the rate of income tax for corporations from 4.8% to 8% of the taxpayer's net income. Creates an income tax credit for families with incomes below certain levels. Creates the School District Property Tax Relief Fund, and requires the General Assembly appropriate certain amounts into the Fund. Provides that grants must be made from the Fund to school districts. Requires that property taxes be abated in school districts by the amount of the grants from the Fund. Creates the Higher Education Operating Assistance Fund, and requires the General Assembly to appropriate certain amounts into the Fund. Requires certain distributions from that Fund. Creates the Invest in Illinois Fund for the purpose of funding the cost of issuance, interest, fees, principal payments, and other debt service on Invest in Illinois Bonds and requires appropriations into the Fund. Creates the Capital Strategy Board to make recommendations concerning the issuance of bonds. Contains several continuing appropriation requirements. Amends the School Code. Creates the Early Childhood Fund to support the Illinois Early Learning Standards and their use in early childhood programs and other programs. Makes changes concerning special education reimbursement for personnel. With respect to the State aid formula, makes changes concerning the foundation level of support, creation of the School Improvement Partnership Pool Fund, and supplemental general State aid. Provides that the General Assembly shall appropriate from the General Revenue Fund to the Common School Fund an Education Appropriation Minimum. Effective immediately.
	I
	Re-re
ferred to Rules 

S 3-9 (b)

.

	2.  BILLS 
	THAT
	ADDRESS PARTS OF THE SCHOOL CODE (SC)
	
	

	H 4232 

 H 1, 2
	Lang

Trotter
	SC.  Deletes everything after the enacting clause. Amends the Governor's Office of Management and Budget Act and the School Code. Provides that anything submitted by the State Board of Education to the Governor or the Governor's Office of Management and Budget under the Governor's Office of Management and Budget Act must also be submitted simultaneously to the General Assembly. Terminates the term of each member of the State Board of Education who is in office on the effective date of the amendatory Act and provides for new appointed members to take office. Provides for successors to be appointed for terms of 6 (instead of 4) years. Establishes a Nomination Panel to provide a list of nominees to the Governor for appointment to the State Board. Provides that members of the Nomination Panel must be appointed by majority vote of the following appointing authorities: the Governor, the Attorney General, and the Secretary of State. Provides that candidates for nomination to the State Board may apply or be nominated. Requires the Nomination Panel to recommend 27 nominees for appointment to the State Board. Provides that the Governor may choose only from these nominations, and, after reviewing the nominations, the Governor may select 9 nominees, including the chairperson, for appointment to the State Board, to be confirmed by the Senate. Provides that if the Governor does not select all appointees within a certain timeframe, the Nomination Panel may appoint those members not yet selected for appointment by the Governor. Provides that appointments by the Governor and Nomination Panel must be confirmed by the Senate by two-thirds of its members by record vote. Provides that any appointment not acted upon within a certain timeframe shall be deemed to have received the advice and consent of the Senate. Makes changes concerning vacancies on the State Board. Provides that the State Board may remove for incompetence, neglect of duty, or malfeasance in office any member of the State Board by a two-thirds vote in favor of removal. Makes changes concerning the appointment of a State Superintendent of Education. Creates a State Board of Education Advisory Board. Adds provisions governing ex parte communications received by the State Board, the State Superintendent of Education, or other State Board employee from the Governor or his or her official representative, employee, or attorney. Makes other changes. Contains a severability clause. Effective immediately.
House Amendment No. 2
Requires the State Board of Education to provide the General Assembly with a separate budget that shows what is need to fully fund all State mandates and to meet the educational needs of this State (instead of an "ideal world" budget that shows what is needed to fully fund everything). In the Section of the School Code concerning the powers and duties of the State Board, provides that there is no rulemaking authority under the amendatory Act, but that the Governor may suggest rules by filing them with the General Assembly and requesting that the General Assembly authorize such rulemaking by law, enact the suggested rules into law, or take other appropriate action in the General Assembly's discretion. Provides that the State Board of Education Advisory Board shall be composed of members of the General Assembly. Makes changes concerning the selection of co-chairpersons and reimbursement for necessary expenses. Makes a technical correction.
	S
	Passed H in S Rules


	H 3677
	Jakobsson

Martinez
	Amends the Critical Health Problems and Comprehensive Health Education Act, to provide it shall include sexual assault awareness in secondary schools.  Also requires provisions in higher education  
	S
	PA 95
764

	H 4252
	Brady

Syverson
	Abused & Neglected Child Reporting Act.  Provides a school district must disclose to another school district when asked, if an employee or former employee had a report made on him/her as required by the act.  Many other provisions
	S
	PA 95
908

	H 5717
	Coulson

Lightford
	SC.  Amends the School Code. Provides that any child who received a health examination within one year prior to entering the fifth grade for the 2007-2008 school year is not required to receive an additional health examination in order to comply with the provisions of Public Act 95-422 (which requires children entering the sixth grade to have a health examination) when he or she attends school for the 2008-2009 school year, unless the child is attending school for the first time. Effective immediately.
	I
	PA 95
737

	SR 483
	Martinez
	Deletes everything after the heading. Urges the State Board of Education to make a formal request to the U.S. Department of Education that the results from the Illinois Standards Achievement Test and Prairie State Achievement Examination scores for those students with limited proficiency in English who would otherwise have been eligible to take the Illinois Measure of Annual Growth in English (IMAGE) Test in 2008 and 2009 not be used to calculate Annual Yearly Progress for the next 2 years.
	I
	Adopted

	S 2387
	Collins

Yarbrough
	SC.  Adds homeownership, mortgage information to consumer education course.  
	I 
	PA 95
863


	S 2482

S 1  

H 1, 2
	Lightford

Eddy
	SC.  This is another clean up of the school code. Many, many provisions.  H A 1.  Allows Illinois Math and Science Academy to have more than one campus.  Other provisions require a birth certificate for every child in any school.  H A 2. Additional campuses do not need to serve as residential institutions. 
	I
	PA 95
793

	S 2487
 S 1
	Forbe

Eddy
	SC.  Makes changes in the Conversion and Formation of School Districts Article with respect to voting on a bond issuance, information in the petition filing notice, presentation of evidence at a hearing, and many, many related issues.  Makes changes concerning transportation for pupils in certain districts that have been converted to a unit district.  A 1. Provides for time petition may be dismissed voluntarily.
	I
	PA 95
903



	S 2512

 S 1

H 1
	Link

Cross
	SC.  Provides beginning 09/10 school year, school districts must incorporate into the curriculum a component on internet safety to be taught a least once each year in students grade 3 or above.  A 1, SBE to make available resource materials, including on its Internet website.  H A 1, Removes specific time requirement for teaching component. 
	S
	PA 95
869



	4. BILLS
	THAT
	ADDRESS SCHOOL FUNDING ISSUES
	
	

	H 4309

 H 1, 
	Reis

J. Jones
	SC.  Amendment becomes the law – very complicated provisions for closing a school building for a condition beyond the control of the district – can claim a full day of attendance for a maximum of 2 school days based on certain statistics.  
	I
	PA 95-
811

	H 4522
	Pritchard

Lightford
	SC. Requires that all monies to be made every month to school districts be made in the fiscal year for which they have been appropriated in 1/22 payments, instead of 1/24 of the appropriated amounts.  (Makes the payments due August through June instead of July). See S 1955
	S
	PA 95
835

	H 4705
 H 1
	Currie

Lightford
	SC.  A. Becomes the bill, allows for continuation of distribution of funds to achieve the goal of “Preschool for All Children” by removing certain provisions that limit this distribution to June 20, 2010.
	S
	PA 95-724

	S 1874
	Forbe
	Makes a supplementary appropriation of $21 million to be used exclusively for school districts that will receive less funding in the 07-08 school year as a result of PA 93-1022 (changed way school districts receive funds for special education) See H 5262.
	S
	PA 95-729

	5. BILLS
	THAT
	ADDRESS THE JUVENILE COURT ACT (JCA)
	
	

	HR 900
	Lindner
	Resolution urges the Governor to fully implement PA94-696 that created the Department of Juvenile Justice, (by naming a permanent director, board members and other personnel required by the law) by December 1, 2008
	S
	Adopted

2/15/08

	H 1639
	Howard

Lightford
	JCA.  Lessens from 90 days to 45 days after notification of the petition to expunge juvenile records the period of time in which the State's Attorney or prosecutor charged with the duty of prosecuting the offense, the Department of State Police, or the arresting agency or agencies may file an objection to petition.
	S
	PA 95
861



	H 4927
 H 1, 2, 3,
     4, 5


	LaVia
	JCA. Provides that if a parent/guardian/custodian of a minor has been convicted 2 or more times of the offense of participation in methamphetamine manufacturing, the court shall automatically terminate that person’s rights to the minor’s custody.  A. H 1. 3. Governor’s rules limitation.  A.H. 5, Eliminates new provisions that define abused child..
	S
	Passed H in S Rules


	S 1013
S 1

H 1
	Steans
Currie
	Amends the Probation and Probation Officers Act relating to the Redeploy Illinois Program. Makes the Program permanent instead of a pilot program. Provides that a county or group of counties that does not have an approved Redeploy Illinois program and that has committed fewer than 10 Redeploy eligible youth to the Department of Juvenile Justice on average over the previous 3 years, may develop an individualized agreement with the Department of Human Services through the Redeploy Illinois program to provide services to youth to avoid commitment to the Department of Juvenile Justice. Adds to the membership of the Redeploy Illinois Oversight Board the Cook County Public Defender, a representative of the defense bar appointed by the Chief Justice of the Illinois Supreme Court, a representative of probation appointed by the Chief Justice of the Illinois Supreme Court, and judicial representation appointed by the Chief Judge of the Illinois Supreme Court. Provides that up to an additional 9 members may be appointed by the Secretary of Human Services from recommendations by the Oversight Board, who must possess knowledge of juvenile justice issues and reflect the collaborative public/private relationship of Redeploy programs. Creates the Redeploy County Review Committee. Subject to appropriation. 

 H 1 Provides that rulemaking authority to implement the amendatory Act, if any, is conditioned on the rules being adopted in accordance with all provisions of and procedures and rules implementing the Illinois Administrative Procedure Act; any purported rule not so adopted, for whatever reason, is unauthorized.
	S
	Passed Both Houses on Concur in S




	S 2118 S 1
	Raoul

Turner
	JCA.  Provides that immediately upon filing of a petition for a detention or shelter care hearing of a minor, the court shall cause counsel to be appointed to represent the minor.  A 1. Is in regard to how 40 hour limit is handled.
	S
	PA 95
846

	S 2275

 S 1
H 1
	Cullerton

Turner
	JCA.  S 1 Becomes the law.  Provides that persons under 18 years of age (rather than 17) who commit MISDEMEANOR offenses are subject to the proceedings under the JCA.  A 2.  Technical changes.  A 3. Changes a membership on the Il. Juvenile Jurisdiction Task Force and some changes on appointment of members to the Task Force. A 4. Adds a member to the Task Force .  H 1. Provides that the Illinois Juvenile Jurisdiction Task Force is created within the Department of Juvenile Justice.
	S
	Passed Both Houses
To Gov. 12/12/08

	 S 2821
	Raoul

Currie
	Creates the Interstate Compact for Juveniles Act of 2008.  Provides for adoption by Illinois of the updated Compact.  Establishes purposes, and implementation in cooperation with the DHS with regard to non-offender juveniles subject to the Compact.  (Ed. note:  the Compact is an interstate agreement within the juvenile justice system  to address the needs of juveniles who move between states, including supervision or return of juveniles, delinquents and status offenders who have escaped or run away.  Many other provisions. This act would update the agreement, and be adopted by each state to better address public safety, enforcement, accountability, and communications among states.)  
	S
	PA 95
937

	6. BILLS
	THAT
	ADDRESS THE CRIMINAL CODE (CC)
	
	

	H 4402
 H 1

 S 1


	Meyer

Dillard


	CC.  Provides is a Class 4 felony for a child sex offender to knowingly offer or provide any programs or services to persons under 18in his/her residence .  Other provisions. A 1. Provides child sex offenders may not reside within 500 feet of a day care home or group day care home unless property was owned prior to effective date.  Forbids sex offender to operate etc. any day care home.  Other provisions.  S A. 1. Adds a June 1, 2008 effective date to the bill.
	I
	PA 95-
821

	H 4578

 H 1, 2

 S 1
	Durkin

Millner
	Amends Abused & Neglected Child Reporting Act.  Provides that a technology equipment worker who discovers any depiction of child pornography while installing, repairing or servicing an item of electronic information shall report the discover y to local law enforcement.  A 1 Makes many rather technical definitions.  A 2. Grants immunity to employers of technical workers. S A 1. Provides that for purposes of the bill's amendatory provisions, "child pornography" includes aggravated child pornography as in the Criminal Code of 1961.
	I
	PA 95
944

	H 4628
	Acevedo

Raoul
	Amends the Criminal Code of 1961. Provides that a person 18 years of age or older convicted of unlawful sale of firearms by selling or giving a concealable firearm to a person under 18 years of age or by selling or giving a firearm of any size to a person under 18 years of age who does not possess a valid Firearm Owner's Identification Card, when the firearm that was sold or given to another person under 18 years of age was used in the commission of or attempt to commit a forcible felony, shall be fined or imprisoned, or both, not to exceed the maximum provided for the most serious forcible felony so committed or attempted by the person under 18 years of age who was sold or given the firearm. Effective immediately.
	S
	PA 95

735

	S 2382
	Millner

Mathais
	CC.  Creates the offense of “grooming.” Provides a person commits offense who knowingly uses a computer on-line serviced or any kind to attempt to seduce, solicit, lure, etc. a minor or his/her parent to commit any sex act. Many other provisions. Violation a  Class 3 felony
	S
	PA 95
901

	7. BILLS
	THAT
	ARE  MISCELLANEOUS 
	
	

	H 4456

 H 1, 2
	Harris

Steans
	Creates the Commission on Children and Youth Act.  Provides for appointments, goals, recommendations and reports.  Forty member commission.  Sunsets Jan.1, 2012.  A 1. Changes membership of Commission.  Delineates responsibilities.  A 2. Defines that DHS will provide administrative support to the commission.
	S
	PA 95-
781



	S 1865 
 S 3
	Noland

Gordon
	Amends parental Responsibility Law.  Increases limitation on damages recoverable under that law from $20,000 to $200,000..  A 3. Provides that the changes apply only to causes of action accruing on or after its effective date.
	I
	PA 95
914


HELPFUL INFORMATION FOR USING THE ABOVE BILL LIST

The following is a report of bills active as of the date in the box in the upper right hand corner of this report, for this Second Session of the 95th General Assembly.  More information may be found at www.ilga.gov, where you may view a synopsis of any bill, or the complete bill, as well as its status.  That site also has a calendar for both the House and Senate too.  Questions may be directed to Gretchen McDowell, Consultant, State Legislation, Gretmcdowell@aol.com.
       Please note the following Abbreviations: CFSA – Children $ Family Services Act; CC – Criminal Code; DCFS – Department of Children and Family Services; DOC – Department of Corrections;  DPH – Department of Public Health;  ISBE – Illinois State Board of Education; JCA – Juvenile Court Act;  NCLB-No Child Left Behind;  SC – School Code; VC-Vehicle Code.  Committees: A/C=Agriculture/Conservation; AP=Appropriations; CPRO=Consumer Protection; DD/MI=Developmental Disabilities & Mental Illness; DE/S- Driver’s Education and Safety; ELC/R=Elections & Campaign Reform; El/S=Elementary/Secondary; EN/E=Environment & Energy; E/H- Environmental Health; EXEC=Executive; GA=Gaming; HCA&A= Health Care Availability & Access; H/HS=Health & Human Services; H/Ed=Higher Ed; HS=Human Services; Jud I=Civil Law; Jud II=Criminal Law; Senate Judiciary, Civil=JUD/CI; Senate Judiciary, Criminal=JUD/CR; JCA=Juvenile Court Act; JJR=Juvenile Justice Reform; L.GOV=Local Government; PH=Public Health; REV=Revenue; R= Rules; SGA=State Government Administration; SGO=State Government Operations;  T=Transportation; Procedures: AV=Amendatory Veto; CP=Consideration Postponed; DX, Deadline Extended; OCR-Calendar Order of Resolutions; On Concur;=Passed both Houses, On Concurrence (with Amendments); PA, Public Act; HA=House amendment; SA=Senate amendment; 2 R=second reading; 3 R=third reading; RR Rules=re-referred to Rules (for most bills this means they are dead); SD=short debate.  Any committees not found on the PTA selected committee list, can be found on the state legislation website, www.ilga.gov. 

Senate Rule:  3 9 (b).  All legislative measures, with the exception of resolutions to amend the State Constitution, pending before the Senate or any of its committees shall automatically be re-referred to the Rules Committee on the 31st consecutive day that the Senate has not convened for session unless: (i) this Rule has been suspended in accordance with Rule  7-17; or (ii) the Rules Committee has issued a written exception to the Secretary prior to that 31st day. 
House Rule:  H 19 (b).  All legislative measures pending before the House or any of its committees are automatically re-referred to the Rules Committee on the 31st consecutive day that the House has not convened for session unless: (i) any deadline applicable to the bill or resolution that has been designated by the Speaker under Rules 9 exceeds 31 days, with re-referral to occur, if at all, in accordance with that deadline; (ii) the rule is suspended under Rule 67; or (iii) the Rules Committee, by the affirmative vote of a majority appointed, issues a written exception to the Clerk before that 31st day. 
THIS BILL LIST IS UPDATED REGULARLY ON www.illinoispta.org
ONCE MORE, TO EACH OF YOU WHO MAKE PHONE CALLS, SEND EMAILS OR LETTERS, OR VISIT YOUR LEGISLATORS IN RESPONSE TO THE ILLINOIS PTA REQUESTS, YOU ARE THE HEART AND HANDS OF THE PTA, AND TOGETHER MAKE THIS ASSOCIATION A STRONG VOICE FOR 

everychild.onevoice.
SB 2275  Talking Points

History of Issue: 

This concept has passed both the House and Senate under three different bill numbers since 2004. In 2007, this version with misdemeanors only passed both the House and Senate.  Historically, in Illinois from 1905 until 1973, the age of 18 was used for girls and 17 for boys.  An equal protection suit was successfully litigated and, effective January 1973, the age was changed to 17 for both with no floor debate.  In 2007, the State of Connecticut increased its juvenile court age from 16 to 18.  

Why is it Needed:

1. The age of majority for most legal matters is the 18th birthday and 38 other states and the federal government use the 18th birthday as the age of adult criminal jurisdiction. 

2.  Benefits of juvenile court jurisdiction such as mental health, drug treatment and more appropriate community-based services under the new Balanced and Restorative Justice approach to juvenile justice would be available to the 17 year old age group.  

3.  From a developmental and social perspective it also makes sense to raise the age.  The large majority of youth under 18 are still in high school.  By adopting 18 as the accountability age, we would be using high school graduation as the milestone that separates minority from adulthood.  

4.  The fiscal impact of this legislation would be minimal.  The vast majority of those who are adjudicated for misdemeanors only would not be placed in detention nor in the Department of Juvenile Justice under this bill.  The DJJ is neutral on this bill.  The Illinois Criminal Justice Information Authority found in 2005 that there were only 285 seventeen year olds who were convicted of a misdemeanor and were placed on probation statewide.       

5.  Sentencing 17 year old youth as adults disproportionately impacts African American and Latino youth.  Of those 17 year olds held in the Cook County jail, over 95% are youth of color (7/3/06 -- 83% Black & 14% Latino).  










May 13, 2008

STATEMENT IN SUPPORT OF RAISING THE AGE OF JUVENILE JURSIDICTION TO 18

The Illinois PTA is an organization of over 140,000 parents, teachers, and community members that works continually to improve the education and lives of all the children in Illinois.  


We take positions based on our Legislation Platform, all of which has been adopted by our members at our conventions.  Our platform, Item 11 d states we support, “original exclusive jurisdiction over children under age 18, to be in the Juvenile Court.” 


Speaking personally, I am confident that no one here believes they were mature adults upon turning 17.  I am equally confident that any of you who have raised children, would never in all the world declare your kids “mature” and ready to lead adult lives when they turned 17.  


Generally, our youth are not even out of high school until after they turn eighteen.  And, the State of Illinois even maintains restrictions on a youth driving a car until they are 18!


 Why then does the State of Illinois declare that upon reaching their 17th birthday our youth are considered adults when facing a criminal charge?


In 1999, the Illinois PTA produced a report on “The Placement and Care of Children in Substitute Care and the Juvenile court System,” which restated the position, “to retain the jurisdiction of the juvenile court for youth under the age of 18.”  The PTA is presently updating this report, and the new research certainly supports retaining youths in the juvenile court.   It has become well understood the human brain has not completely developed in the centers that control reasoning and impulsive behavior by the age of 17.  Again – anyone who knows someone that age would certainly agree.


Thirty-eight other states and the federal government use the 18th birthday as the age of adult criminal jurisdiction.  And we all know that in the juvenile court our kids have an opportunity to get some counseling or other social services that can make a difference in how they behave and participate in society.


SB 2275 does not go as far as the Illinois PTA would like, but it is a good step forward that would as least keep 17 year olds that are accused of misdemeanor offenses out of the adult courts.  The research that has been done indicates this would create a minimal fiscal impact on the juvenile court system.  And, of course, there would be a small savings in the adult system because of not having to handle these kids. 

The Illinois PTA is aware of the difficult financial circumstances facing our State, but this is a step forward that as a state we can handle, and certainly is one that will help continue to move our state forward in the arena of juvenile justice.  We have made some significant strides in the last few years – creating a separate Department of Juvenile Justice, and promoting the much more effective treatment mode for offenders – especially with Redeploy Illinois. 


This is another step – not entirely what the Illinois PTA seeks in the way raising the age of majority to 18 for all youth, but we applaud and support the steps SB 2275 takes.
BILL LIST 


CURRENT 


As of Dec. 29, 2008
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