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February 2009
           Dear Neuqua Community,
We hope that you had a great start to the New Year and had an opportunity to set your intentions for 2009. Our PTSA is continuing on its path to support our students, parents and staff by providing educational, social, advocacy, and volunteer opportunities. 
We are grateful for our many dedicated volunteers. Thank you to everyone involved with planning the PTSA Daddy/Daughter Dance and Mother/Son Brunch. Both events were resounding successes! Many thanks go to everyone who baked cookies for the NVHS Staff Tea. The staff loved them! Please be sure to register for our PTSA Mother/Daughter Tea on March 22. Take some time to enjoy tea and a fashion show with your daughter.  (Please click on CALENDAR for details.)
The PTSA is thrilled to support our school’s launching of a student support program to help students learn techniques to reduce stress, increase mental clarity, improve study skills and test scores, manage emotions, as well as develop leadership skills and take greater responsibility for their own communities.  (Please watch for listserv announcements and this space for more information.)
To increase the efforts to implement the social and emotional learning (SEL) standards designed by the
Illinois Board of Education (ISBE) into school curricula, our PTSA wrote and successfully submitted a Social and Emotional Learning (SEL) Resolution to the Illinois State PTA. Its adoption will be considered at the annual PTA convention on March 14. We have also had conversations with the National PTA regarding the importance of social and emotional skills.  As a result, the National PTA will present the need for social and emotional skills as an emerging issue at its upcoming National Council of States conference in March.  (Please click on ADVOCACY for resolution details.)
Following up our parents’ request for an opportunity to learn more about and talk with one another about the grief recovery process, our school’s social workers and the PTSA are pleased to invite you to a presentation entitled The Power of Loss with Tom Szuba on Monday, March 23, from 7-8:30 p.m. in the Forum Room at the Gold Campus. Tom Szuba’s presentation will address all types of loss including job loss.  ALL are invited to attend! (Please watch for listserv announcements and this space for more information.)
Please join us for our next PTSA meeting on Wednesday, February 18 at 7:00 p.m. in the main campus LMC (resource room). Guest speakers will be the Frontier Campus administrator and the district’s online course coordinator.  All are cordially invited to attend.

On behalf of the Neuqua Valley PTSA,

Sincerely,

Dagmar Kauffman

PTSA President
“All people smile in the same language”
(Anonymous)
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